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FOREWORD. 


G ARI MELCHERS was born in Detroit, Mich., in 
1860. His father, a sculptor, sent him as a youth 
of seventeen to study in the schools of Diisseldorf 
and, two years later, Paris. Then, after another two 
years, he went to Holland where he first began to work 
out his own problems. There, undisturbed by the com¬ 
plexities of the outside world, he searched with diligence 
and with sympathy and found all the simple, elemental 
facts of life graven on the faces and chiselled into the 
sturdy figures of those people of the sea and of the soil. 

For backgrounds he saw silver clouds and green mea¬ 
dows; wide waters and narrow harbors; moss-carpeted 
dunes and brightly painted rooms. Perhaps of all settings 
most appealing to him, the interiors of Holland’s white 
churches were backgrounds that broke down all com¬ 
plexities and simplified all forms and patterns. 

For a number of winters, until 1915, Gari Melchers 
lived and painted in Weimar. Though he was abroad so 
much of his life, he had made frequent and lengthy visits 
to his own country and in that year he returned perma¬ 
nently to the United States to make his home in New York 
and in Virginia. Many canvases of spring blossoms, of 
trees, of village streets and characters were painted in Vir¬ 
ginia, and in his studio there he painted the decorations for 
the Detroit Library and for the Missouri State Capitol. 
His large decorations entitled "War and Peace” were 
painted by him for the Library of Congress in the middle 
nineties. 

Mr. Melchers died at his home in Falmouth, Va., No¬ 
vember 30, 1932, full of years and of honors. He was 
active in his profession to the last. Among those activities 



were his duties as a member of the Board of Trustees of 
The Corcoran Gallery of Art. To this institution he was 
long a valued friend and it seems peculiarly fitting that 
herein should be installed and displayed the first compre¬ 
hensive memorial exhibition illustrative of his great and 
varied talents. 

The present memorial exhibit, retrospective in character 
and representative of more than half a century of dis¬ 
tinguished achievement, naturally covers a broad field. It 
includes portraits, landscapes depicting every season of 
the year, religious subjects, figures both in and out of 
doors, mothers and children,—always a favorite theme 
with the artist,—still-life subjects, nudes, imaginative 
works and church interiors, all painted in oil. It also com¬ 
prises water-colors, drawings and etchings. It is un¬ 
doubtedly one of the most comprehensive "one-man” ex¬ 
hibitions, both as to field and to medium, ever held in 
the Corcoran Gallery. 

The art of Gari Melchers was founded upon a broad con¬ 
ception of human life, tolerance, abiding affection for his 
fellow man, innate refinement, and his sensitive nature, all 
inextricably linked with profound professional knowl¬ 
edge and skill. It is believed that his name will go down 
in history as one of the great masters of his time. Ameri¬ 
cans are proud to claim him as an American; none the less 
he was and is a true international. His work is almost 
as well known in Holland, France, Italy, Great Britain, 
Germany and Spain as it is in the land of his birth. His 
name is respected and honored throughout the world. In 
thus honoring the memory of this outstanding American 
artist the Corcoran Gallery honors itself. 


T HE TRUSTEES desire to tender their grateful 
acknowledgments to Mrs. Edward C. Walker, Mrs. 
James Parmelee, Hon. Andrew W. Mellon, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. M. Kauffmann, the Phillips Memorial Gallery, Mr. 
Charles D. Lanier, Mr. Charles V. Wheeler, Mrs. Gari 
Melchers and the Executors of the Estate for having kindly 
lent works for this exhibition. 


HOURS OF OPENING: 


MONDAYS, FROM 12 NOON TO 4.30 P.M. OTHER WEEK 
DAYS FROM 9.00 A.M. TO 4.30 P.M. SUNDAYS AND 
THANKSGIVING DAY FROM 2.00 P.M. TO 5.00 P.M. 




CATALOGUE 


OIL PAINTINGS 

1— The Last Supper 

2— The Green Lamp 

3— A Native of Virginia 

4— July Flowers 

5— The Smithy 

6— St. George’s Church 

7— Indian Summer 

8— Nelson Berry’s Store 

9— Supper at Emmaus 

10— Phlox 

11— Mrs. John W. Garrett in Spanish Costume 

12— Nellie Kabel 

13— Young Woman at Her Toilet 

14— Plantation Home 

15— In Holland 

16— In Old Virginia 

17— Mrs. Gari Melchers 

18— The Skaters 

19— The Christening 

20— Mother and Child 

21— The House with a Porch 

22— At Home 

23— The Grape Arbor 

24— Tapestry Chair 

25— The Open Door 

26— Woman and Child 

27— The Letter 

28— Girl with Hat 

29— Interior, The Blue Dress 


3 0—Mystery 

31— Little Sister 

32— Portrait of the late James Parmelee 

33— The Neighbors 
3 4—Centerpiece 

3 5—The Doctors 

36— Flowers in Green Jar 

37— The Delft Horse 

38— Old Women in an Arbor 

39— Brabant Bride 

40— Lily Pond 

41— The China Closet 

42— Writing 

43— The Fencer 

44— The Pipers 

45— The Debutante 

46— Mrs. Sidney Lanier 

47— Household Duties 

48— Portrait of the late Edward C. Walker 

49— Flowers in a Glass 
5 0—Choir-Master 

51— Asters in a Yellow Pot 

52— Hon. Andrew W. Mellon 

53— Sailor and His Girl 

54— The Offertory 

5 5—MacPherson and MacDonald 

56— Breakfast 

57— The Doll 
5 8—Lassitude 

59— Happy Creek 

60— The Hunters 

61— Willows 

62— Tonsorial Parlor 

63— The Sermon 





WATER COLORS , DRAWINGS AND ETCHINGS 


64 — Playing 

65 — Portrait Sketch—Woman (No. 1) 

66 — On the Road to Ronda 

67— In Holland 

68— Sleeping Girl 

69 — The Skaters 

70— Mother and Child 

71— Portrait Sketch—Woman (No. 2) 

72— Dutch Mother 

73— Supper at Emmaus 

74— The Caress 

75— Man Riding a Donkey 

76— Nudes—Mother and Baby 

77— Portrait Sketch—Man 

78— West Indian Negress 

79— Houses on the Canal 

80— The Flag (Bermuda) 

81— The Harbor, Barbados 

82— Mark Twain 

83— Sta. Lucia (St. Croix) 

84— The Landing, Bermuda 

85— Two Men in a Boat, West Indian Harbor Boys 
8 6—Goats—Bermuda 

87—Zaandam (From the Water) 

8 8—Nude—Back 

89— Standing Nude 

90— Reclining Girl 

91— Standing Nude 

92— The Pilot 

93— Portrait of Mr. Melchers 

Painted by J. J. Shannon 

94— Cat 

95— Trapper 

96— West Indian Woman 


97— A Boy 

98— Nude—Front 

99— The Cove, Bermuda 

100— A Dog 

101— Girl Putting on Shoe 

102— Man’s Head in Profile 

103— Seated Nude 

104— The Bride 

105— Goat 

106— Torso 

107— Man’s Head 

108— Seated Nude 

109— Nude Woman’s Back 








GARI MELCHERS 


M EMBER of the National Academy of Design, 
N. Y.; National Institute of Arts and Letters; 
American Academy of Arts and Letters; Societe 
Nationale des Beaux Arts, and Society of American 
Painters, Paris; L’Institut de France; Secession Society, 
Munich; Secession Society, Vienna; Royal Society of Aus¬ 
trian Painters, Vienna; Royal Academy of Berlin; Hono¬ 
rary Member of International Society of Sculptors, Painters 
and Gravers, London; International Jury of Award, Co¬ 
lumbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893. 

Represented in the New Pinakothek, Munich; Royal 
Gallery, Dresden; Luxembourg, Paris; Royal National 
Gallery, Berlin; National Gallery in Rome; Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, N. Y.; National Gallery of Art, Duncan 
Phillips Gallery, Corcoran Gallery of Art, Freer Collec¬ 
tion, Smithsonian Institution and Congressional Library, 
Washington, D. C.; Detroit Museum of Art; Art Insti¬ 
tute of Chicago; Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and 
Pennsylvania Museum, Philadelphia; Carnegie Institute, 
Pittsburgh; St. Louis Museum; Providence Memorial Mu¬ 
seum; Buffalo Museum, and many private collections. 

Awarded Honorable Mention, Societe des Artistes Fran- 
cais, Paris; Gold Medal, Paris Salon, 1886; Medal of the 
First Class, Amsterdam, 1887; Third Class, Salon, Paris, 
1888; First Class, International Art Exhibition, Munich, 
1888; Grand Prix, Exposition Universelle, Paris, 1889; 
First Prize, Art Institute of Chicago, 1891; Medal of 
Honor, Berlin, 1891; Gold Medal, Philadelphia Art Club, 
1892; Medal of Honor, Antwerp, 1894; Temple Gold 
Medal, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 1896; Medal, 
First Class, Art Exhibition, Vienna, 1898; Medal, First 


Class, Dresden; Medal, First Class, Pan-American Expo¬ 
sition, Buffalo, 1901; Grand Gold Medals, Amsterdam, 
Munich, Vienna and Philadelphia, 1901; Gold Medal, 
Universal Exposition, St. Louis, 1904; Second W. A. 
Clarke Prize, Corcoran Gallery of Art, 1910. 

Officer of the Legion of Honor, France; Officer of the 
Order of the Red Eagle, Prussia; Officer of the Order of 
St. Michael, Bavaria; Officer of Grand Ducal Order of the 
White Falcon of Saxony. 





























































































































































































































































W. F. ROBERTS CO. WASHINGTON D. C. 









